
As we look at the world of the future we see 
increasing global population, creating increased 
environmental pressures, as well as climate 
change and food supply pressures. Based on 
these pressures, the world will need to change its 
approach to consumption, production, storage, 
processing and recycling with a move to a 
sustainable world. Canada has an opportunity to 
be a leader in this global change to a bioeconomy.

In March, two events took place in Sarnia, Ontario. 
The BIC International Conference: Bringing 
Bioproducts to Market: Overcoming Risks to 
Commercialization, and SCA’s Bioeconomy 
Innovation Forum. These two programs were 
designed to build a better understanding of these 
global challenges and bring them down to a 
national and provincial perspective on the issues 
and to ensure that we understand the opportunities 
of taking on a leadership role.

Holding these meetings in Sarnia was by design, 
as it is the most developed bio-hybrid chemical 
cluster in Canada with Suncor Ethanol, S4C02, 

BioAmber, Methes, Azule, Woodland Biofuels 
and KmX so far establishing in the Sarnia-
Lambton community. This is alongside of our 
fossil-based businesses of Suncor, CF Industries, 
Lanxess, TransAlta, Shell, Exxon and Nova 
Chemicals.

The events were well attended and the conference 
sessions will be on the website www.bicsarnia.ca. 
The outcome has been increased awareness of the 
opportunities for the bio-based economy, what it 
will take to be market leaders, and why Canada 
and Ontario has a unique opportunity to be global 
leaders in the bioeconomy.

Over the next few months we will see the 
Canadian and Ontario position solidly around 
their bioeconomy strategy to be a leader in 
commercialization of bioproducts. Stay tuned.
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The Bioeconomy Drives Future 
Innovation

BIC Board of Directors Chair Jack Pasternak, far right, was among attendees at the 2012 
BIC International Conference in Sarnia on March 26-28.
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Click Here To Watch the Video

Led by Guelph-based Ontario Agri-Food Technologies, the 
Ontario Biomaterials A-Team is a cross-university team of world-
class scientists who aim to help Canadian companies get their 
innovative bioproducts to market faster. The team consists of 
10 scientists with complementary skills and facilities, located at 
seven Ontario universities.

“The team understands the needs 
of business and the importance of 
performing services quickly and 
in total confidence,” says Gord 
Surgeoner, president of OAFT and a 
member of SCA’s board of directors. 
The scientists have a track record of 
working co-operatively when the best 
approach involves matching facilities 
and expertise from more than one 
university.

Surgeoner says the A-Team will 
bring together the skilled people, 

sophisticated equipment, speed of service and confidentiality 
that companies require to fine-tune and test new products before 
they are brought to market.  He adds that until now, there has 
been support for basic research into biomaterials and bioproduct 
development.  There has also been good support for product 
commercialization.  With the A-Team, the gap between the two 
has now been filled. Members of the A-Team attended the recent 
Bioindustrial Innovation Centre International Conference in 
Sarnia.

Companies looking for this kind of help are encouraged to 
contact the Ontario Biomaterial A-Team via the website www.
ontariobioproducts-ateam.ca, or OAFT at info@oaft.org. Business 
development managers of the Ontario Centres of Excellence 
(OCE, www.oce-ontario.org) are also available to help make 
connections. Both OAFT and OCE can provide help in accessing 
public funds. The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs is providing seed funding for this initiative as are 
the scientists themselves.

The team is coordinated by Ontario Agri-Food Technologies 
in cooperation with the Ontario Centres of Excellence and the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Industry 
advisors are providing guidance. A-Team coordinator is Terry 
Daynard.

Members of the Ontario Biomaterials A-Team and their associated 
universities are: Dr. Roman Maev and Dr. Elena Maeva, 
University of Windsor; Dr. Leonardo Simon and Dr. Raymond 
Legge, University of Waterloo; Dr. Amar Mohanty and Dr. 
Manjusri Misra, University of Guelph;  Dr. John Vlachopoulos, 
McMaster University; Dr. Mohini Sain, University of Toronto; 
Dr. Suresh Narine, Trent University; and Dr. Amir Fam, Queen’s 
University. More information on all members can be found at the 
Ontario Biomaterials A-Team web site.
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Science Team Helps Companies Bring Bio-Based 
Products to Market Faster

The Ontario Biomaterials A-Team, led by Guelph-
based Ontario Agri-Food Technologies, consists of 
10 scientists with complementary skills and facilities, 
located at seven Ontario universities. Their collective 
expertise includes polymer, lipid and fibre chemical 
engineering, fibre-polymer bonding, physical micro-
structures, bio-nanoparticles, civil engineering of large 
structures (bridges and buildings), auto parts design 
and manufacture, packaging, furniture, consumer 
products, life cycle analysis, software design, material 
testing and more.

Gord Surgeoner
President of Ontario 
Agri-Food Technologies

http://suschemalliance.ca/newsletter/SCA_spring2012/page_2.html
http://www.ontariobioproducts-ateam.ca
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NEA Promotes Innovative Applications of Bio-
technologies

The SCA’s membership in the New Economy Alliance 
(NEA) reflects a common purpose of promoting and 
supporting innovation in new technologies for biofuels, 
biochemicals and biomaterials. The alliance connects 
industry associations in the forestry, chemicals, agriculture, 
renewable fuels and biotechnology sectors.

Other NEA members include BIOTECanada, the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture, Canadian Renewable Fuels 
Association, Chemistry Industry Association of Canada, 
CropLife Canada and the Forest Products Association of 
Canada.

Coordinator Jeff Passmore says 
the alliance launched informally 
in May 2011 as members met to 
discuss the common interest of 
their groups in encouraging the use 
of biomass for fuels and chemicals. 
“That led to a meeting of energy 
ministers in Kananaskis, Alberta in 
July where we had the opportunity 
to talk to governments and the 
provincial and federal level about 
the importance of adding value 
to Canada’s natural resources in 
agriculture and forestry.”

Passmore says the NEA recommended in a prebudget 
submission that the federal government, led by Natural 
Resources Canada, Industry Canada and Agriculture 
Canada in collaboration with industry and other stakeholders 
to assess what steps need to be taken that could involve the 
tax system, program design and government procurement 
policies.

The NEA aims to work with governments to advance the 
bioeconomy across the agriculture, forestry, chemical, 
manufacturing and energy sectors. It promotes innovation 
in new technologies that would add value to Canada’s 
vast natural resources.  Producing these new biofuels, 
biochemicals and biomaterials would maintain and create 
jobs, generate economic growth, enhance Canada’s 
competitiveness and be environmentally beneficial.  

Passmore says the NEA believes Canada should seek 
to leverage maximum value from its natural resources 
in agriculture and forest biomass through innovation 
and upgrading. Such “value-add” represents a national 
development opportunity from which all regions of the 
country will benefit.

As an energy source, Canada’s biomass resources can 
be economically refined into clean, low carbon advanced 
renewable fuels, heat and power that can meet stringent 
GHG reduction standards. Beyond energy, integration of 

these new bioprocessing technologies into established 
industrial infrastructure will deliver an array of other non-
fossil based, value-added alternatives such as solvents, 
plastics, paints, adhesives, insulation, textiles, and 
consumer products.

Technology innovation is expected to open up new multi-
billion dollar markets for Canadian industry, and help ensure 
Canada remains competitive with our trading partners in 
Europe, the U.S., China and Brazil – competitors who are 
already acting to stimulate innovation and attract investment 
to the bio-economy.

The NEA encourages federal, provincial and territorial 
governments to consider the multi-billion dollar potential of 
including value-added resource upgrading and innovation 
as an integral part of Canada’s future economic and 
environmental prosperity.

Passmore says the NEA recognizes that governments in 
Canada have taken initial steps to help industry contribute 
to the emerging new economy.  However much more 
must be done to take advantage of the multi-billion dollar 
opportunities in the bioeconomy and turn Canada into 
a world leader in new value-added products. It supports 
development of a national energy vision that would include 
clean, renewable bioenergy from a broad range of natural 
resources.

The alliance is looking to expand its membership in the 
future to include other groups and companies.

The New Economy Alliance (NEA) brings together 
a group of industry associations representing 
forestry, chemicals, agriculture, renewable fuels and 
biotechnology with a common purpose and shared vision. 
Its purpose is to promote innovation in new technologies 
for biofuels, biochemicals and biomaterials. Its vision 
is for Canada to develop a world-leading bioeconomy 
that adds value to our vast wealth of natural resources, 
creates high quality jobs, generates economic growth, 
enhances Canada’s international competitiveness and 
improves our environment.

Jeff Passmore
Coodinator, New 
Economy Alliance

http://neweconomyalliance.org/


Agrobiobase provides web showcase of bio-based 
products

As part of their global networking activities, the Bioindustrial 
Innovation Centre and Sustainable Chemistry Alliance have 
aligned with Agrobiobase, an online database listing commercial 
bio-based products around the world.

Maintained and supported by the competitiveness cluster 
Industries & Agro-Resources (IAR), based in Laon Cedex, 
France, the website contains a directory of bioproducts and the 
companies producing them. The database currently features more 
than 300 products, for 120 companies.

“Aside from articles and studies, Agrobiobase also posts the 
latest industry news including features on new bio-based products 
available in the market as well as regulatory updates,” says Jean 
Bausset, contact person for Project Agrobiobase.

The website accounts 60,000 annual consultations, and is available 
in French and English. Visit www.agrobiobase.com

The main database is divided into two sections – biomaterials and 
biochemicals.

Supplier info and technical data on bioproducts like bioplastics, 
biopolymers, natural fibers, and biocomposites, can be found in 
the Biomaterials database.

Suppliers and technical data of biosolvents, biosurfactants, 
biolubricants, chemical intermediates, resins, and other biobased 
ingredients can be found in the biochemicals database.

Agrobiobase also publishes a newsletter which highlights new 
products listed in the database, provides a summary of the latest 
industry news, and lists the suppliers that have registered in the 
website. Site visitors can subscribe to the newsletter at no cost.

Companies can register their biobased products in Agrobiobase by 
creating an account (a paid service). They can add their company 
profiles, technical data and contact details in Agrobiobase in this 
way.
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Agrobiobase is an online database listing commercial 
bio-based products around the world. Maintained and 
supported by the competitiveness cluster Industries & 
Agro-Resources (IAR), the website contains a directory 
of bioproducts and the companies producing them. The 
database currently features more than 300 products, 
for 120 companies.

The Sustainable Chemistry Alliance is a not-for-profit 
organization established in 2008 to promote growth 
and prosperity by fostering and supporting innovation, 
development, commercialization and related business 
activities and projects in the area of green and sustainable 
chemistry. SCA is supported by the Bioindustrial Innovation 
Centre, a Centre of Excellence for Commercialization of 
Research with funding from the Government of Canada. 
www.suschemalliance.ca

http://www.agrobiobase.com
http://www.agrobiobase.com/-Biomaterials-database-
http://www.agrobiobase.com/-Biochemicals-database-
http://www.agrobiobase.com/
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